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Academic qui
smoking ban dela

By Seaunin Graham hengive ban that he has not shared with
Heaith Conrespondent the rest of Northers Ireland.
“But given the support and the weight of
LEADING academic bas described scientific evidence in its favour, one can
demarcated smoking areas in bars as only hope it's a very temporary delay.
4 the equivalent of “having a urinating . “When | was a child growing up in Belfast
arew i a swinning pool”, ~Lremember the signs prohibiting spitting
Professor Martin McKee of the Lopdas Bélfast buses, This has gone and in time
School of Hegiéne anxd {’mlgai Medicin will be np need for similar signs say-
also questioned delays by N smsking.”
ister Shaun Woodward in i embers of the Federation of Retail
banning smoking in public plagss, - memﬂ Trade have been the most out-
A spokesman for the f}epart 2 ents of smoke-free legisia-
Health bas confirmed that a deﬁaﬁiﬁm 1 9 oaid adversely affest bar
announcement will be made before the end & rants - business and iead to
of (ctober, ammaseﬁ uﬁemw;aymem
Three -months age, Mr Wwﬁwm Prof McKee dism;ss&d this argument as
pledged that at a partial smokingbanat the - “nongense”.
very least would be greenliphted, but- "By New York, mﬁw nine months after the
added that the decision woild be base;d* smoking ban . was introduced, sales tax
“on economic considerations ' “receipts on food and drink increased by 12
Referring to overwhelming p— percent and the hospitality mdustry took
pert far an albout profibition; on thousands of new emplovees,” he said,
B¢ “in the Republic thers has been a long-
t:erm downwar(i trend in pub sales that pre-
baa, in the months after

many as died. in
bles. ¥r Wooilw
face of a widesp , \ - .
91 per cent L O08- respo; ckems smp— dence about the xmitatmns of ventilation,
porteda cﬂmpi&te ban “he said as many commentators have noted, this is

“The minister may have tactical reasons the equivalent of having a urinating area in
for delaying the: ma:mti}_mtian of a compre- 2 swimming pool”
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